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Through Persia. By F. B. Bradley-Birt. 316 pp. Ills., index. W. Col- 
lins, Sons & Co., Glasgow, 1909 (?). Is. 6% x4. 
A ten years' residence in India, in an official capacity, has given the writer 
of these impressions that familiarity with the Oriental mind and viewpoint 
which is well-nigh indispensable to an understanding of the Persian people. 
What stands out prominently in the book is the remarkable but well-known 
fact that the indigenous fire-worship of Persia has been driven out of the 
country by the faith of Islam. The Moslem "Inshallah, " "if God wills," 
expressing fatalism, is the keynote of the indolent and imperturbable Persian 
character. David H. Buel. 

The Cradle of Mankind : Life in Eastern Kurdistan. By the Rev. 

W. A. Wigram and E. T. A. Wigram. xii and 373 pp. Ills., index. 

A. & C. Black, London, 1914. 12s. 6d. 9 x 6. 
As the work of two hands this volume combines the facility of one author 
with the deeper information of the other. The junior writer records a three 
months' scamper through Kurdistan, and as such his work is merely a book of 
travel; but there is always the store of the elder's knowledge to draw upon, 
with the result that, in certain important chapters, we have a very full state- 
ment of interesting information about the Kurds, the Armenians, the several 
varieties of Syrian Christians in the mountains (whom, by the way, the authors 
commonly designate Assyrians), and the Yezidi or devil-worshippers of Mosul. 
The principal theme is the examination of the religious phase of the life of the 
mountaineers. But the authors find great interest in the rude society, no matter 
what its creed, and draw parallels with the Highlanders of Scotland. 

Bibliotheca Japonica. Dictionnaire bibliographique des ouvrages relatifs 
a 1 'Empire Japonais. Ranges par ordre chronologique jusqu'a 1870, suivi 
d'un appendiee renfermant la liste alphab&tique des principaux ouvrages 
parus de 1870 a 1912. Par Henri Cordier. 762 pp. E. Leroux, Paris, 1912. 
11x7%. 
It is a pleasure to chronicle the completion of this work, which has been 
promised for nearly thirty years, for Cordier has long ranked as the foremost 
student of the literature of the Far East. In this volume he has carefully sub- 
jected to recension the bibliography of Wenckstern (1895), with correction of 
the many errors which made that work untrustworthy. Prof. Cordier set 1870 
as the limit of his record, but in an appendix he has set down the preliminaries 
of a continuation to 1912. The work thereby falls into two divisions. Of the 
former it is impossible to say too much. He follows the form established by 
the Japan bibliography of Leon Pages in 1859 and records the entries in chrono- 
logical order, dated by the year of the first work of any author and then com- 
pleting the author record before passing to the next date. In the earlier years, 
when the literature concerning Japan was confined to the annual letters of the 
Jesuits or the voyage reports of individual seafarers, this arrangement does not 
operate as an interruption of the strict order of chronology. In the appendix 
he professes to present only the more important works of the period subsequent 
to 1870. This appendix is far less satisfactory, for we find it impossible to dis- 
cover the relative scale of importance. He includes Lafcadio Hearn in a fairly 
complete list, but he also includes a scantily important pamphlet by Charles 
Woleott Brooks on wrecked junks in the Pacific; yet we find no record of the 
highly important literature of the Forty-seven Loyal Ronins, which is a most 
important document of Japanese history. William Churchill. 
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The Land of the New Guinea Pygmies. An account of the story of 
a pioneer journey of exploration into the heart of New Guinea. By C. G. 
Rawling. 360 pp. Map, ills., index. Seeley, Service & Co., London, 1913. 
10s. 6d. 9x6. 

This is a second narrative of the British ornithological expedition toward 
the snowy mountains of Dutch New Guinea. The failure of the expedition has. 



